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DECLARATION 



Dear Sir: 

I, David P. Laube, declare and say as follows: 

1 . lam the Vice President of Technology of BOC Edwards Kachina division 
of the BOC Group, Inc., the Assignee of the above-identified patent application. I am 
also a co-inventor of the subject matter of the above-identified application. 
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2. lam familiar with the research and development of the process disclosed 
and claimed in the above-identified application including interaction with an independent 
company, IDT having a business address at 3131 NE Brookwood Parkway, Hillsboro, 
Oregon 97124 (hereinafter "IDT") who participated in the evaluation of products 
produced by the claimed process and helped BOC Edwards ascertain whether the 
product would work for its intended purpose. 

3. Samples of the product produced by the claimed process were provided to 
IDT by delivery to Pankaj Patel, a representative of IDT, authorized to receive the 
samples on a non-confidential basis pursuant to a quotation provided by BOC Edwards 
to IDT (to the attention of Greg Westby) on or about August 23, 2002. The samples 
were provided for evaluation purposes and to ascertain whether the product would work 
for its intended purpose. A copy of relevant correspondence and the August 23, 2002 
quotation are attached hereto as Exhibit A. I did not disclose the process to IDT nor am 
I aware of anyone else at BOC Edwards who disclosed the process to IDT. 

4. Based on information and belief, the customer could not have reasonably 
ascertained the process from observing and testing the product. 

5. Based on information and belief, the product was tested by IDT from 
about August 23, 2002 until about February/March, 2003. Evidence of product testing 
is submitted herewith in the form of correspondence and test reports identified by 
Exhibit B. During this period of time I am not aware of anyone at BOC Edwards who 
disclosed the process of making the product to anyone at IDT. 



6. In or about March of 2003, the samples were approved by IDT. 



7. IDT made an offer to purchase the product through a Purchase Order 
which was executed on or about May 2003. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under 
section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 
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